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vioufi) pernicious* Thefe mortgages upon the ter-
ritorial revenue are negociated by wealthy Soucars,
between whom and the minifter there always exifts
a proper undtfftanding; they are frequently at a
illleount of thirty or fort}' per cent, and then paid in
the molt depreciated currency. This ruinous me-
thod uf railing the fapplies, arifcs from the unfettled
ftate of the country, which induces government to
prefer a certain funi in hand, though at an enormous
ufury, to the poffible ivcupt of u precarious reve-
nue at the expiration of three or four jears, to which
extent they are frequently anticipated- In fuch di-
ftricls as remain in the m?r.agement of the Sircar,
the taxes are raifed according to the ufages of the
higheft antiquity,, and are generally very moderate*
The duties on common commodities, on a grofs efd*
mate, never exceed five per cent, except on Ghee,
which amount to fifty. The revenue resulting from
the proprietary right to the foil, which is one half of
the produce; the Chout paid by the Nizam, and
the plunder raifed by Moulukghere, form the gited
pecuniary rdbiirccs of the Mahratta empire. Thefe,
though amounting to a vaft fum> are far fhort of
the current cxpences. iTfee conquered country in
Hindoftan, exhaufted by coBtintial depredations, is
no longer capable to fumifh a fingle rupee* The
entire wealth of this once rich country, is butiecf in
the private ireafuries of the Mahratta chiefs* and Jo&
to all the purpofes of circulation. So great is the
fcarcity of fpecie in the upper provinces^ that i$ci#
thefe txvo yeaans paft, Sciadia has been obliged <<to ids>
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